E card 1 received 08:30 17 Oct 08

Dear All 
19 recipients out there I believe! 

We have arrived safely in very hot, manic Delhi. It took us a time to find ourselves on the map having had someone meet us and transfer us to our hotel near midnight on Wednesday night. We had no idea where we were! We are in Karol Bagh which is an up and coming area to the west of Old Dehli an NW of New Dehli. There is a new Metro system here which is 5 mins walk from the hotel. We only just found that! having got tuk tuks and walked to date, all of which is more thrilling than the most extreme fairground ride. Mind you crossing the road is a major feat as we found today. The thing to do is see some locals looking to launch out and sat in their wake. It works well! 

We went to The Red Fort which is in Old Delhi yesterday. It is Mughal and 17th century. A little disappointing as it was so badly raided in the past - mostly by the English, and then used as a barracks. There is no money to start to restore it to its forwer glory I guess. That area of Dehli is very poor. We went through a whole street of old tyre stores. Recycling is big business and there are areas for sifting through the rubbish in a number of places. In another area we found a cement store/stall next to a sand store next to a bag stall. 

I bought a shoulder bag this morning to hold water bottle and guides as it was too hot with my haversack yesterday. The most difficult task has been to get breakfast which is not curry! We eventually found a chinese open and had dim sun and coffee. 

The tour strats any minute. We can't get into our room just now as they are replacing the bed! so I am allowed to use the internet for free! 

10 hours on the road no rail tomorrow. Must be an early start. 

Take care.


  

Ruth Norris
